AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
APPLICATION NO. 09/384,422 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. Q55464 



IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claims 1 and 2, without prejudice or disclaimer, and substitute 
therefor new claims 11 and 12. 

This set of claims is a clean set of pending claims 3-10, with new claims 11 and 12 
appearing afterward, consolidating any previous versions of pending claims into this single 
clean version, with changes made in this response being shown in the Appendix. 



3. (Amended) A data transmitting element (DTE) to be used for sending data, over a link 
through aVirst communications network, towards a data receiving element (DRE) for 
communication of said data over a second communications network, said DTE comprising: 

data sending mteans (DSM), adapted to send said data towards said DRE; 
service level requesting means for generating an Internet Protocol Control Protocol (IPCP) 
message, for sending to said DRE, requesting a service level for communicating said data 
of said DTE over said second communications network; and 
service level proposal receiving means: 

adapted to receive from\said DRE an IPCP message indicating a proposed service level 
that said DRE can provide for communicating said data of said DTE over said second 
communications networkVnd 
notifying said DSM of said service level proposal. 

4. (Amended) The DTE according to craim 3, further comprising service level proposal 
renegotiating means, coupled between an output\erminal of said service level proposal receiving 
means and an input terminal of said service level requesting means, for generating another IPCP 
message requesting a service level, different from me proposed service level indicated in said 
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IPcSP message from said DRE, in response to an indication that said proposed service level is not 
a satisfying service level. 

5. (Amended) A data receiving element (DRE), to be used for receiving data from a data 
transmitting element (DTE), over a link through a first communications network, and 
communicating said data over a second communications network, said DRE comprising: 

data receiving means (DRM), adapted to receive said data from said DTE; 

service level request reception means for receiving an Internet Protocol Control Protocol 
(IPCP) message, from said DTE, indicating a requested service level for said 
communicatingof said data of said DTE over said second communications network; 

service level negotiating and proposing means, coupled with said service level request 
reception means, Vor determining a service level that said DRE can provide for 
communicating said Mata of said DTE with said second communications network, based on 
at least one predetermined criterion and on said requested service level, and formulating, as 
a service level proposal An IPCP message indicating said determined service level; and 

service level proposal sendiW means, coupled with said service level negotiating and 
proposing means, for sending said IPCP message as said service level proposal. 

6. (Amended) A data receiving element (DRE), to be used for receiving data from a data 
transmitting element (DTE), over a\link through a first communications network, and 
communicating said data over a second communications network, said DRE comprising: 

data receiving means (DRM), adapted to receive said data from said DTE; 

service level negotiating and proposing me\ns, for determining a service level that said DRE 
can provide for communicating said data of said DTE with said second communications 
network, based on at least one predetermined criterion and on said requested service level, 
and formulating, as a service level proposal\an IPCP message indicating said determined 
service level; and \ 
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sehnce level proposal sending means, coupled with said service level negotiating and 
proposing means, for sending said IPCP message as said service level proposal. 



7. (Amended) A software module for running on a processing system for inclusion in a data 
transmitting element (DTE), for sending data, over a link through a first communications 
network, towaras a data receiving element (DRE) for communication of said data over a second 
communications network, said software module comprising: 
a data sending subXpiodule, adapted to send said data towards said DRE; 
a service level requesting sub-module, for generating an Internet Protocol Control Protocol 
(IPCP) message, for sending to said DRE, requesting a service level for communicating 
said data of said DTEspver said second communications network; and 
a service level proposal rec&aving sub-module: 

adapted to receive from\said DRE an IPCP message indicating a proposed service level 
that said DRE can provide for communicating said data of said DTE over said second 
communications network and 
notifying said data sending suoVmodule of said service level proposal. 



8X The software module according to claim 7, further comprising a service level proposal 
renegotiating sub-module, co-operating with said service level proposal receiving sub-module 
and said &xvice level requesting sub-module, for generating another IPCP message requesting a 
service level, Different from the proposed service level indicated in said IPCP message from said 
DRE, in response\|o an indication that said proposed service level is not a satisfying service 
level. 



9. ^Arnended) A software module for running on a processing system for inclusion in a data 
receiving elembqt (DRE), for receiving data from a data transmitting element (DTE), over a link 



5 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
APPLICATION NO. 09/384,422 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. Q55464 

thkmgh a first communications network, and communicating said data over a second 
comimmications network, said software module comprising: 
a data receiving sub-module, adapted to receive said data from said DTE; 
a service I^vel request reception sub-module, for receiving an Internet Protocol Control 
Protocol (II^CP) message, from said DTE, indicating a requested service level for said 
communicatingsof said data of said DTE over said second communications network; 
a service level negotiating and proposing sub-module, co-operating with said service level 
request reception sub^module, for determining a service level that said DRE can provide 
for communicating said ctata of said DTE with said second communications network, based 
on at least one predetermineoscriterion and on said requested service level, and formulating, 
as a service level proposal, an IPCP message indicating said determined service level; and 
a service level proposal sending sub-module, co-operating with said service level negotiating 
and proposing sub-module, for sendingssaid IPCP message as said service level proposal. 

10. (Amended) A software module for runninga)n a processing system for inclusion in a data 
receiving element (DRE), for receiving data from a oata transmitting element (DTE), over a link 
through a first communications network, and communicating said data over a second 
communications network, said software module comprising: 
a data receiving sub-module, adapted to receive said data rtom said DTE; 
a service level negotiating and proposing sub-module, for determining a service level that said 
DRE can provide for communicating said data of \said DTE with said second 
communications network, based on at least one predetermined criterion and on said 
requested service level, and formulating, as a service level proposal, an IPCP message 
indicating said determined service level; and \ 
a service level proposal sending sub-module, co-operating with said service level negotiating 
and proposing sub-module, for sending said IPCP message as said service level proposal. 
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Please add the following new claims: 



A. (New) A method for data communication, comprising: 

setting a level of service for a data transmitting network element (DTE), said DTE being 
:onnected to a data receiving network element (DRE) via a point-to-point connection of a 
fust communications network, said DRE being connected to a second communications 
network, said level of service relating to transporting data between said DTE and said 
second communications network via said DRE, wherein said level of service is set by: 
dete\mining, at said DRE, a service level that said DRE can provide for communicating 
data of said DTE with said second communications network, based on at least 
oneWedetermined criterion; 
formulating, at said DRE, an Internet Protocol Control Protocol proposal indicating said 

determined service level; 
sending said Internet Protocol Control Protocol proposal to said DTE; and 
receiving said mternet Protocol Control Protocol proposal at said DTE; and then 
transporting said dataNbetween said DTE and said second communications network via said 
DRE according to sa^d level of service indicated in said Internet Protocol Control Protocol 
proposal. 

12. (New) The method for d^ta communication as set forth in claim 11, further comprising: 
before said determining of said service level at said DRE: 

sending, from said DTE to\aid DRE, an Internet Protocol Control Protocol request 

indicating a requested level of service; and 
receiving at said DRE said Internet Protocol Control Protocol service level request sent 
from said DTE; 

wherein said determining of said service lfyel at said DRE is based also on said requested level 
of service of said DTE. 



